~ THE LIBRARY FOR AMERICAN
~ STUDIES IN ITALY

MICHAEL ANGELO MUSMANNO

; A
-i..’ ! 1
- L
ABSTRACT FROM THE « RIVISTA I’ITALIA E IVAMERICA » N°. XIII-XIV - 1625
2 M . Corso Umserto I, 270 - Rome
. A MONTHLY MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN AND TITALIAN LIFE CULTURE AND ECONUMY
: i, -2
e
i
— w :




T beéred- that

! mumty of

The large réception hall which gives access o the f;ihra_ry

TH]] LIBRARY FOR AMER[C %\T \TUDIE;S H\ ITALY

I_)urmg the Great Warwhen Amencan and
Italian troops were  fighting on the Western
and Austrian fronls Ko rommon cause, when
© American and ftalian aspirations were intet-
linked as onc, aLatcbmen, avriters and poets
ﬁttm!ﬂy sang in two languages the praises of
both Haly and America. It hould he remen-
these two countries
enviab]e distinetien in the history of their

umutual relations: mot only have they rever

been - ranged against cach other in open war,
but between them there has never arisen any
sh‘qdow ol serious international d15pute. They
have nlways beem much interested im each
“other, more particuldrly because of their com-
national idealst Fach achieved
independence and entered the sisterhood of

- nations after a long war of liheration {fom 'an’

overbearmg oppressor, neither is ~guilty of
chaiVinisih, - neither is ambitious of military
he_gemr_my. In 1861 Abraham Lincoln
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only remgmzed the superior ahlhw of Ttaly's
cgreal soldier Garibaldi,. but staked his own

faith-in Italian ‘traditions of liberty, when he
sent an American diplomatic agent to- faprera
to offer the General the command of a Union
SRIAY. . e L e . )

Yet, notwithstanding this, community of in-
terest, augménted by the consideration that
there are today {rom five to six million Italians
resident in the United States, it was recognlzed
_during the Great War that America, except as
“heing the land of unmeasured opporlumly,
was not generally known in Ita]y
daily hf_e of pract;ca] ecopomic achieévement,
her marvellous contributions to science, her
insuppressible idealism were alike unknown.
‘This was duc largely to the fact that Italians
desirous of studying Americans institutions and
customs ‘were grievously handicapped by the
lack of material. No .adequate collection of
Americana was to be found in any of the great

America’s




Tialian libraries se rich in other material, and

the scattered - American —volumes . dvailable
conld not.be easily located by-the.student
owing to the want of. subject catalogues i
most of the libraries. Few Amecrican publish-
ers placed ‘their works on sale in Italy, and

with the prevailing high rates of exchange

Ttalian institutions found it almost hupossible

to make foreign purchases for any considerable

amount. It was evident that an - American
library in_ Ttaly, and preferably in -anﬂ,
would meet. an urgent need.

But the foundation of an institution of this
characier required initiative and energy, and
to Comm.- H. Nelson Gay goes the credit of
conceiving the excellent project and taking the

sleps ne(‘e&qary far pulhng it- into execulion.’

As a resident of Rome for twenty. years and
perhaps ‘the most well-informed American on
Ttalian history past and present, he was ideally
equipped for the effert, and to thiz he added
an enthusiasm  and good will which céuld not
but bring. forth positive results. In the

summer of 1918, “discussing the project with

his friends Col. Robert Perkins and Major
James Bryne, heads of the American Red Cross
.in Italy, he secured in them ready and eager
collahotators, These three made the imitial
financial gifts which started ‘the institution. Tt
may be noted here in passing that the Library
receives mno pecuniary aid from governmental
or educational institutions, bemg maintained
entirely by private contributions. - Comm. Gay
and the other Americans interested in the
Library do their work entirely’ gratuitously.

The first books for the Library were re-

r

ceived with a spirited welcome and enthusiasm,

crossing the ocean from America, as they did,
when the German submariries were playing
~r=such havoc with the Allies’ shlps The Tibrary
oﬁ'iclally opened its doors in September 1920,
in .the beauntiful Palazzo Salviati on the historie
Corso Umberto, Tts shelves now accomodate

over 12,000 volumes, made up of-works which -

‘either distinetly treat of American life and
institutions, or have been written by American
authors; the latier relate to every imaginahlc
- subject.

The section on Amerman history is partie-
warly rich, Here the Ttalian student . may
follow the absorbing story of Amcrica step by
step, rom the colonial period, throngh the
first vears~of national independence, up to the
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contémporary .intcnsive, industrial epoch. The
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student who has an- inclination for Amgrican
literature will find on the shclv_és_-ithe.»_;work_s
{in the best editions) of Emerson, Longfellow,
Whitman, ~Whittier, Poe, Irving, Mark Twain
and all the other celebrated authors whe. have
given America‘ a .'native - literature of 'fwor]d
renow. - : LI

The fascmatmg study of bmgraphv ¢an be
followed here in the many volumes on Ameri. -
cans whose lives furnish an inspiration for all
humanity, The Library is particnlarly rich in
material on Washington, Franklin, Linecoln
and Roosevelt, offering the best works on these
and other great Americans.

Many enterprises have been cartied out in
America S il i o i world.
For example, the construction of the Panama
Canal is one of the greatest engineering feats
‘in histery. Its construction and administration
are illusiraled here in a most exhanstive bib-
liography. The same can be said of the Amer-
ican railroad sysiem, of industrial enterprise
in general, and of the subject of immigration
which particularly inferests Italians  today.
The Library, although aiming to specialize in
thie practical works of modern life, does not
neglect the important flelds covered by the
classics, science, and art. But of special
importance to ftalian students are the nume-
rous publications on American business and
finance. '

- The éullec-tion of books, pamph]ets and
governmental publications, to which accessions
are conslantly being made, is accurately and:
comprehensively catalogued - aceording to- an-
ther, title and malerial, following the system
of the Congressional Library at Washmvtnn 50

© that in a momeni one ean have at one’s - dis-

posal a quite ample bibliography on any given
American topic. With this aid it has been pos-

- sible in the last three or four years for several

students of Italian umiversitics to select Ameri-
can subjects in ‘their work for doctorates, a
selection which had been impossible in the
past, from want of American beoks. It is to
be noted, however; that the books of the Amer- -
ican lerarj, are made available to professors,
writers and students not only of Rome, but of
call the university cities of Italy, to which,
thmugh the ~generous collaboration of the °
Ministry of Public Instruction’ and of the
University of Rome, they are leaned .upon
. request, free of expense.
: oy e



I acquisition of books the Library ‘has
received generous assistunce from the Carnegic
Endowment for Intermatiomal Peace in the
form of 1500 volumes. The Harvard Press, the

Yale Press und the Chicago University Press

have also contributed their own publications
Liberally, the Universitics of Ilinois, Minne-
‘sota "and Michigan and the Wisconsin Histor-
ical Sovciety quite munificently, while other
universities and learned societies have, in lesser
numbcer, also donated many valuable works.
The reading room, with its hundred -period-
icals, has been largely developed by General

Edward T. Donnelly, military - attaché of the-

Fnbassy.  Another mdefaiigable worker has
heen Mr. Henry Coit- MacLean, commercial
“attaché, who, though a very busy diplomat,
has served as gecretary and treasurer since the
{foundation of the institution. and has always
“found time to advance the interests of this, his

“national

-

favorite, work undertakein along lines of inter-
understanding « and  collaboration.
Comm. Walter 5. Cramp of Philadelphia, well’
known in Rome as a patron of literature and
musie, is also an enthusiast of the Library and
has been very active in obtaining support for
it; the three American Ambassadors wheo Have
been accredited to Rome during the four years
that havé elapsed since the epening of the
Library, and who, hy virtue of office, have heen
successively Chairman of the Board of Trus-
tees, have all heartily collaborated in its ac-
tivities and progress, - Progress has heen, in-
deed, notable.. Thanks to the broad-minded
policy, followed by the Trustees, the Library,
under Comm. - Gay’s direction, has won * for
itself a unique place in Lialy’s community of
letters: attendance which in 1921 was 1,600,
rose in 1922 1o 3,000, in 1923 fo 3,600, and in

1924 1o 4,600, so that it has become necessary

Washington offers his muskel to Garibaldi who goes forth to redeemn Italy or die. ,

L - i . From the phatograph of a very rare primt in the Library f&r American Studies “in Iraly. - 5
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this winter to deuble se-atmg capadlty for ‘the

Furthermore the activities of the Library

students as well as shelf space for the bhooks. .

have been extended far beyond ‘its own- walls,

A committee, named by the Trustees., is work-
ing- to facilitate the- acquisition of leading

e Italian libraries. . The ‘ommitiee is acting in
. this as the agent of thie American Library As-

L

- N 3 William .H_. Cli;:ncy

sociation which has placed 2 number of sub-

scriptiéns at its dmpmal " At the same time
> - the committee is preparing -a list of about two
= ../ hundred of the leading periodicals of Ttaly to

the purpoze of stl_mulatmg the acquisition of
Ttalian reviews on  the other | side of the
- Atlamie,

The Trustees have 1]30 appointed another

be circulated among Amencan libraries with

American scientific’ and other pPl‘lOdlc&lﬁ by-'

L]

" commiitee Lo facilitate the study of the monu-

= méntal villas of Italy by Ameucan... This
- committee includes among its members Cr.

Uff., Arduine . Lolaaauu .:llld Gr. Uﬂ‘.’_Luigi

|
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Parpagho]o, dlrector and vice- dlrector IPSPBC—'
tively of the government Department of Fine
Arts.  The Department is kindly ‘circularizing
near]y five hundred tillas for the conimittee.

As may be judged [rom the Library’s ac-
tivities already enumerated, the Americans
who have founded and developed it are sincere
admirers” of Modern Italy,  Indéed, it is their
pride that in establishing their jnstitution: they -

* have founded not on]y a hhrary on Arnerica,
but alsé a library in ‘which Armericans may
study Italy, it being thus in the broadest sense
a Library for American Studies in Ttaly. One
entire room is givem up to dn important collec-
tion of books on Italy, particularly. books in

“the English language, which serve to inform
Americans who conie ‘lo Rome with regard to
present conditions of the country,
economic and ‘cubtural.. : :

‘No deseription of the Library {or- American
Studies would be complete without some men-
tion. of the striking porl:ralt whiclh - adorns the
large reading room. It is a portrait of the late
- Lieut. William H, Cheney, gallant and intrepid
aviator. of the United States Army. a knight of
~ the air, drawn with his visor up. Lieutenant
Cheney was the' first American to win the-
Ttalian flying brevet and, with two comrades
in.arms, the first American soldier ‘to give his *
life for Italy. T A
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Visitors and students who go to the Library
find a wurm welvome also extended them by."
the . Associazione . Italo-Americana in Palazzo
Salviati. The lerary and the Assoclazione,
- while in no way affiliated administratively or
financially, have a common membership roll
‘and conduct many aelivitics together, in their
common purpose of fostering and augmenting
better rclations between Italy and the United

States. Each 01‘ganizat_ion owes not a [little
of its stvcess - the collaboration of the.
< other. For 11151:311:‘9 every year the Asancia-

zione conducls, under the auspices of' the Ro-
man University, a summer school for -Ameri-
cans. = This school. einbraces courses that are
.most intevesting and practical, inctuding Italian
art, history, archaeclogy, economics, Italian
industrial and social development, as well as
the cultuial and -economic. relations between
Italy and the United States.- The Library with
its books and publications aids extensively in
these coursés; im fact, without the coopera-
tion of the Librgry the summer school would

both
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Memerial Tablet ro- be pIaced. in Reading Room that was furnished by Mrs, ‘\Villig;n H. “Schofield, :
* mnther of the late Lieat. Wi‘illiam H.. Cheney. - t e N h 4

not have come into existence, . It is conducted  Richard Washhurn Child and to Benito  Mas- -

" under the able management of Prof. Catlo For- solini, Prime Minister of Ilaly. In closing this

michi of the University of Rome . This is the brief outline of the activities “of the Library
course planned by Comm. Omero Ranclletti, -and the Associazione we quote from the specch
an Iraifan educator of vare tact and ability, of Baron Sard delivered on that occasion:

whose unselfish and untiring. efforts in behalf « ‘The victorious fraternity of arms has al-

of the Associazione of which he is the honorary ready linked Axiericans and Italians, in indis-

manager, have won for him the affcetionate soluble bonds on the feld: of battle. Our sol-
estéemn of all his"collaborators, both American | diers, now returned to the peaceful spheres

.and Italian. Tt is to him alse that the sucecess.
of the work of the Library committe on Italian
villas is largely due; and it ‘was he who con-
“ceived and has developed the courses in Ameri-
can. business and finance which are held each

of indusiry and culture, _contribute ‘with en-
thusiasm to the intensification of spiritual com-

_ understanding of the virtues aiid moral values
" 0

R N 4 . . . of the two countries, to a “clearer vision of
winicr, in part at Palazzo Salviati and in. part ' ™% t I e 11 Fr'h' i
at the Royal Institute of Commerce; in these just mnational S T It is LHESLO Degan
coursés eighty Italian siudents. were enrolled 2im . -that. our ._/’_‘350‘313"1011_8 LUdg, Seergen 1o
last year. : : i strengthen  the ties - between our, countries,
"~ On June 28, 1923, the Associazione offered promoling moreé intimate relations between, the
a banquet to the then American ambassador most cultnred and patriolic spirits of both ». -

Roma 1925 — Stabilimento Tipografico Riccardo Garroni - Piazza Mignanelli, 23 . -
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munion between our peoples, to the mutual



